43rd Loess Hills Prairie Seminar
The Hills Are Alive
May 31st - June 2nd, 2019
Loess Hills Wildlife Area
The Loess Hills are one of Iowa’s last wilderness areas.
The seminar attempts to retain this
wilderness quality for everyone to experience.
Enjoy This Wonderful Weekend in
Iowa’s Loess Hills!

Hosted by: Monona County Conservation Board
Coordinator: Andrea Porter

Next Year’s Seminar Dates:
May 29th, 30th, 31st, 2020

Welcome to the 43rd Annual Loess Hills Prairie Seminar
at the Loess Hills Wildlife Management Area near Onawa, Iowa and at West Monona High School in Onawa. Plan to immerse
yourself in the nature of the picturesque Loess Hills at this multi-generational event!
Some sessions allow a parent to sign in their child with a Children’s Program Coordinator - the child will be supervised in the
children’s session until the parent’s session or program ends, or optionally, parents may join their child. An adult should
accompany a child in most sessions.
To further help you determine which sessions to attend, we offer the following classification of each session:
(C) = at Camp (W) = Walk

=

Children's Program

(H) = Hike

Ω = Adults Only # = Adults

(A) = Auto Tour

and Children over 7

¤ = Adults

and Children over 12

For field sessions, you might enjoy having a camp chair at camp or a small towel for sitting on the prairie during a hike.
Sunscreen, insect repellent, a hat, walking stick, sunglasses, layered clothing, and water are useful. A camera and binoculars
are optional. Bring your own cup to reduce waste at meals.
Loess Hills Seminar Planning Committee, Andrea Porter, Coordinator Email: mccbnat@mononacounty.org

The major reason Carolyn Benne
founded the Loess Hills Prairie
Seminar was to foster recognition,
appreciation and the educational
use of these natural wonders found
within eyesight in our communities.
Although we hear that natural
wonders are elsewhere, when we
take the time to discover what is
found in our own backyard, we often
come to realize our values are close
at hand and that they distinctly
shape our lives and culture.

Iowa certainly owes much to its
prairie heritage probably as much as
any state for its strengths, highly
admired educational achievements
and rich culture. But our prairie
heritage can easily get lost or
forgotten as we rush to the
future. This seminar offers a
measure of protection for our
heritage. Through its many
interdisciplinary and
multidisciplinary educational
offerings, it instills in all, a sense of
place.
Larry Benne, Retired LHPS
Coordinator

Getting people - getting children- acquainted with
what’s out here will make people concerned about
what is happening here. If we get acquainted with
natural communities, we feel at home. Any place
we feel at home, we feel like protecting.
-Sylvan Runkel

http://iowaee.org

History:
The Loess Hills Prairie Seminar began in 1977 with a group of approximately 25 people who wanted to study the
unique characteristics of this special area. To get an accurate feeling of the “Hills” and preserve the delicate
ecology, the group backpacked into the interior for the first seminar. Since then the increased number of
participants has necessitated a more convenient location. The original idea of preserving the “back to nature”
concept of the seminar however, is still a major goal of the organizers.
The Loess Hills are a geological formation created thousands of years ago during the glacial periods. The
Missouri River Valley flooded every summer with the ice melt from these glaciers. During the cool months
however, the flows declined creating expansive mud flats. Winds dried and picked up this soil causing huge dust
storms. Much of the wind blown soil or loess was dropped near the mud flats in “dirt drifts” exceeding 200 feet
in depth.
There are several reasons why the Loess Hills are unique. The soil itself is composed of “silt-sized” particles. This
allows water to rapidly pass which creates an arid or dry condition. South and west facing slopes of the hills are
baked in sunlight while slopes facing north and east are more shaded. These shaded slopes are often wooded
with relatively young stands of Bur Oak.
The sunny steep slopes have remained in native grasses and flowers genetically tied to the same vegetation that
was here before settlers arrived. The combination and quality of both timber and prairie make this ideal for
study.

The organizers of the Loess Hills Prairie Seminar face the
problem of “preservation versus utilization.” We want to
share this extraordinary area, yet we are concerned with
retaining the quality of both the program and the hills. The
original and current concept of the seminar is getting to
know the area personally through intimate contact.
Participants are invited to camp free at the site of the
seminar. Optional meals are catered and portable toilets
are provided. Most other modern conveniences however,
are discouraged at the site. Motels, bed-and-breakfasts,
and modern camping facilities for trailer campers are
located nearby. The Loess Hills Hospitality Association at
www.loesshillstours.com has camping information for the
area.
The Loess Hills are one of Iowa’s last wilderness areas.
The seminar attempts to retain this wilderness quality for
everyone to experience.
- The Loess Hills Planning Committee

PRE-SEMINAR ACTIVITY (W, H): Help us on one of the largest land restoration days in the state
near the Sylvan Runkel Preserve. Please meet along oak avenue, 2 mi. north of highway 175. The
address of the project site is 21768 oak ave, Turin, IA 51040.
Maps can be found at www.loesshillsprairieseminar.com.
Friday, May 31st - 9 am to 12:00 pm - G.R.A.S.S. (Great Race Against Shrubs and Shade) - Think
energy and impact! Work alongside INHF's land stewardship interns and staff, the Department of
Natural Resources, and The Nature Conservancy at the slope along the north side of the Virginia
Mathison property to cut and clear invasive brush that help the hillside prairies thrive.
This event is dependent on volunteers like you! Bring loppers if you have a pair (also supplied),
water bottle, sturdy boots or shoes, hat, gloves, safety glasses, and sunscreen.
Emergency Numbers:
911 or Monona County Sheriff’s
Department (Same location as Onawa
Police Department)
(712) 423-2525 or (712) 423-1414
Note: Cell phones have marginal coverage

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Addresses:
Monona County Conservation Building / Arboretum: 318 E. Iowa
Ave, Onawa, IA 51040
First Christian Church: 722 15th St Onawa, IA 51040
Outdoor Seminar Site / Campground: Loess Hills Wildlife
Management Area, 178th St. and Oak Ave., rural Castana
West Monona High School: 1314 15th Street, Onawa

Reminders:
10:00 pm - Quiet time at the campground Friday and Saturday night. Use soft voices only.
****Please discourage playing with fire! ****
If necessary due to weather, we will move to the West Monona High School Saturday and to
the Monona County Conservation Building / Arboretum on Sunday.

2018 Loess Hills Prairie Seminar Program
Friday, May 31st
West Monona High School - 1314 15th Street, Onawa
4:00 pm

Silent Auction drop-offs / Exhibit and Vendor set-ups

5:00 pm

Registration - Silent Auction - Exhibits - Vendors - Loess Hills Prairie Seminar Slides
by Don Poggenssee

Children’s Programs Coordinator - Amy Masi Children’s Program Assistant - Lillie Schild
6:00 pm

Children’s Programs - Children will be in the main commons area at 8:30 pm.
6:00-6:45 pm- Lakota Animal Stories for Children - Jerome Kills Small
Hear stories of animals in the home and in the presenter’s life. The meaning of animals’ words will be
explained.
6:45-7:30 pm- Hoop the Fair - Kelly Madigan
Lighthearted hula hoop coaching and fun, giant hula hoops make it easy for almost anyone. Learn to
hoop on your waist, arm, knees, or elbow outdoors.
7:30-8:30 pm- Spend some time relaxing!
Pick your choice between coloring, crafting, and self-guided nature stations.

6:00 pm

Friday Evening Program at West Monona High School
Welcome - Bill Pusateri
Loess Hills Updates:

6:05 pm

Loess Hills Wildlife Management Area and G.R.A.S.S. - Doug Chafa

6:15 pm

Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation - Tim Sproul

6:25 pm

The Nature Conservancy - Graham McGaffin

6:35 pm

Loess Hills Alliance - Rich Pope

6:45 pm

Loess Hills National Scenic Byway, Loess Hills Missouri River Parks to People Region, Loess Hills and
Heritage Week - Lance Brisbois

6:50 pm

Loess Hills State Forest - Jeff Seago

7:05 pm

BREAK - Silent Auction - Exhibits - Vendors (Please return by 7:35 pm.)

7:35 pm

Conservation Corps of MN / IA - Tyler Knight

7:45 pm

The 43rd Annual Loess Hills Prairie Seminar - Andrea Porter

7:50 pm

Keynote Speaker: - Picturing the Loess Hills - Melanie Vote

8:20 pm

Announcements - Adjourn - Silent Auction - Exhibits - Vendors - Travel to Campground
At Campground

Outdoor Seminar Site & Campground, Loess Hills Wildlife Management Area, 178th and Oak Avenue, rural Castana
9:00 pm

Campfire - Storytelling By Fire - Tina Bakehouse (S’mores supplies provided.)

10:00 pm

Quiet time in the campground.

Saturday, June 1st
(Loess Hills Wildlife Management Area)
Birding Walk for all ages - Mark, Ed, and Lee Brogie
(Meet at the campground parking lot for a short bird walk. Some binoculars are provided.)
Breakfast - Breakfast Burrito or Bowl, Hash Browns, Fresh Fruit Pre - Paid or on your own

6:00 am
7:00 am

Children's Program Coordinator: Amy Masi

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)

Children’s Program Assistant: Lillie Schild

8:15 am - 10:10 am - Breakout Sessions
Drawn to the Hills (Short W) (#) - Melanie Vote
Pollinator Walk (Short W) (¤) - Ashley Oblander & Caitlin Muller
Turin Man History and Tour (A + Short H) (All ages) - All Morning - Ron Butler and Johnston Family
Bird Tour by Auto - All Morning or Option to Return to camp at 10:15 - (A+ W) (¤) - Mark, Ed, and Lee Brogie
Prairie Photography (W) (¤) - Don Poggensee
Unraveling Prairie Mysteries - An Introduction to the Loess Hills (H) (¤) - Bill Pusateri
Loess Hills Forest Stewardship (W) (¤) - Jeff Seago
Bird Nests - A Tour of Avian Architecture and Hidden Treasures (Short W) (#) - Bruce Ehresman
Harvesting Foods and Medicines in the Lakota Homeland (¤)- Jerome Kill Small
Nature Mandalas & the Art of Impermanence (short W) (#) - Ladyhawk

10:15 am - 12:15 pm - Breakout Sessions
1) Prairie Ecology (Short W) (¤) - Tom Rosburg
2) Nature Poems (C + Short W) (¤) - Georgine Wessell
3) Woody Plants for Beginners (W) (¤) - Brian Hazlett
4) Adventure Hike (Long W) ( & Ω) - Sunday Ford
5) The Dragonflies of the Loess Hills and Vicinity (long W + A) () - Steve Hummel
6) Digital Images (C) (¤) - Don Poggensee
7) The Hills Are Alive with the Sound of Music (C)  - Stacey Snyder
8) Geocaching in the Hills: Geocaching 101 (H medium) (#) - Cheryl Buntsma
(Note: Children under 10 should be accompanied by an adult.)
9) Garden to Table - (C) (¤) - Katelyn Brinkerhoff
10) Bird Nests - A Tour of Avian Architecture and Hidden Treasures - Bruce Ehresman

12:15 pm
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)

Lunch - Pulled Pork, Beans, Chips, Fluff Salad, & cookie Pre - Paid or on your own

1:15 pm - 4:00 pm - Breakout Sessions
Reptiles and Amphibians of Iowa (C) () - Doug and Isabel Chafa
Nature Awareness (C) (#) - Chuck Hopp
Celebrating Creation with Plant Nations of the Yankton Sioux Tribe (C) (#) - Michael O’Connor
Map and Compass Navigation (W) (¤) - Tyler Flammang
Prairie Flora of the Loess Hills (Long H) (¤) - Tom Rosburg
Introduction to Archery (C) (#) - Butch Bowman
(Note: Parents are encouraged to stay and participate with young children.)
Soils of the Loess Hills (C + A + W) (¤) - Rich Pope
The Soul’s Journey Through the Forest (C + Long W) (¤) - Ladyhawk
Note: please bring notebook / something to write with.
Early European Influence in the Loess Hills (C ) (¤) - Glenn Pollock & Larry Grill

Saturday, June 1st
(Onawa First Christian Church & West Monona High School)
4:15 pm
4:30 pm

Travel to Onawa First Christian Church
Dinner - Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, Smoked Mac & Cheese , Green Beans , & Brownie
Pre-Paid or on your own

Saturday Evening Program at West Monona High School
5:15 pm

Silent Auction - Exhibits - Vendors - Loess Hills Prairie Seminar Slides by Don Poggenssee
Children’s Program Coordinator: Amy Masi

6:00 pm

Children's Programs - Please pick children up at 7:45pm - Concert starts promptly at 7:50 pm
6:00-7:00 pm - Prehistoric Animals of the Loess Hills & Wildlife in Florida - Ron Butler
Explore these beautiful creatures that call the Loess Hills home. Enjoy photographs and stories.
7:00-7:45 pm Youth Yoga: Exploring Animal Movements With Our Bodies - Lady Hawk
Using our bodies as the research lab, we will discover how animals move in the Loess Hills. We will
play with the fast wing beats of small birds, the soaring of eagles, and choppy flying of the vulture.
We will also incorporate the jumping frogs, slithering snakes, and tired dogs on a hot day.

6:00 pm
6:05 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm

Welcome - Bill Pusateri
So We Bought a Cemetery - Glenn Polluck
Gladys Black: The Legacy of Iowa’s Bird Lady - Larry Stone
BREAK - 7:45 pm - Final Bidding of Silent Auction - Exhibits - Vendors
(Please pick children up at this time from programs and return to auditorium.)
Growing Roots and Riding the Wind - Music with Ann Zimmerman
Closing Remarks - Thank you to the many sponsors & supporters of the Seminar! - Andrea Porter

7:50 pm
8:30 pm

Note: No auction items will be available for pick up until after the conclusion of the evening program.

At Campground
(Loess Hills Wildlife Management Area)
Outdoor Seminar Site & Campground, Loess Hills Wildlife Management Area, 178th and Oak Avenue, rural Castana

9:00 pm

Campfire - Sing along - Ann Zimmerman (S’mores supplies provided.)
Geocaching After Dark - Cheryl Bunstma - Ready for a challenge? Come explore what its like to find
a cache in the dark! (Parents: Please attend this session with children.)

10:00 pm

Quiet time in the campground.

To further help you determine which sessions to attend, we offer the following classification of each session
(C) = at Camp (W) = Walk

=

Children's Program

Ω = Adults Only

(H) = Hike

# = Adults and

(A) = Auto Tour

Children over 7

¤ = Adults and Children over 12

Sunday, June 2nd
(Loess Hills Wildlife Management Area)
6:00 am

Birding Walk for all ages - Mark, Ed, and Lee Brogie
(Meet at the campground parking lot for a short bird walk. Some binoculars are provided.)

7:00 am

Breakfast - Biscuits & Gravy, Scrambled Eggs, Hash Browns, Bacon, Sausage, Fresh Fruit pre - paid
or on your own

7:30 am

Morning Music - Ann Zimmerman

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
5)
6)

8:15am - 10:10 am - Breakout Sessions
Drawn to the Hills (Short W) (#) - Melanie Vote
Turtle Sketches and Nature Scavenger Hunt (C and Short W) (#) - Olivia Parks
Building A Farm in the Loess Hills (C+A possible) (¤) - Ron Butler
Loess Hills Wildlife Area Management (W) (#) - Eric Anderson & Bill Pusateri
Good Morning Yoga (C) (¤) - Lady Hawk
(Please bring a yoga mat if you have one.)
Explore the Hills Through Geocaching (Long H) (¤) - Cheryl Buntsma
Habitat Establishment and Management (C,W) (¤) - Nic Salick

10:15 am

Saving Our Avian Resources (S.O.A.R.) - Raptor Program for all ages (C) - Terrie Hoefer

11:15 am

Lunch - Kaiser roll sandwich, fruit cup, granola bar, and cookie sack lunch if pre-paid, or
on your own

Facilitators - 2019 Loess Hills Prairie Seminar
Eric Anderson, Iowa Department of Natural Resources
(Iowa DNR), Whiting, IA
Tina Bakehouse, Malvern Bank, Hastings, IA
Butch Bowman, 4-H Shooting Sports, Onawa, IA
Katelyn Brinkerhoff, ISU Extension, Sioux City, IA
Lance Brisbois, Golden Hills RC&D, Oakland, IA
Ed M. Brogie, Executive Dir., National Association of
Academies of Science, Wayne, NE
Lee Brogie, Executive Dir, American Junior Academy of
Science, Wayne, NE
Mark A. Brogie, retired Creighton Community Schools,
Creighton, NE
Cheryl Buntsma, Compass Point Behavioral Health,
Orange City, IA
Ron Butler, retired teacher, from the Loess Hills,
Roseville, IL
Doug Chafa, Iowa DNR Missouri River Wildlife Unit,
Onawa, IA
Isabel Chafa, Castana, IA
Bruce Ehresman, Iowa Wildlife Center, Ames, IA
Tyler Flammang, Resource Naturalist, Woodbury
County Conservation, Sioux City, IA
Sunday Ford, Sioux County Conservation,
Hawarden, IA
Larry Grill, Schleswig , IA
Brian T. Hazlett, Briar Cliff University, Sioux City, IA
Terrie Hoefer , Executive Director of S.O.A.R.,
Dedham, IA
Chuck Hopp, Wilderness Aware School of WA,
Sioux City, IA
Steve Hummel, Dragonfly Society of Americas,
Lake View, IA
Jerome Kills Small, Retired from Univ. of SD,
Utica, SD
Ladyhawk, Sioux Fallls, SD
Tyler Knight, Conservation Corps Iowa, Ames, IA
Kelly Madigan, Hoop the Fair, Lincoln, NE
Graham McGaffin, The Nature Conservancy,
Sioux City, IA
Monona County Conservation Staff:
Doug Kuhlmann (Director), Josh Schaben
(Ranger), Andrea Porter (Naturalist), Jack
Gibler (Maint.), Steve Johnson (Maint),
Jeannette Riesberg(Secretary)
Ashley Oblander / Caitlin Muller , The Nature
Conservancy, Westfield, IA
Michael O'Connor, Hanktonwon Nakota (Yankton
Sioux) Tribe, Sioux City, IA
Olivia Parks, Woodbury County Conservation,
Sioux City , IA

Don Poggensee, Seminar Photographer, Ida Grove, IA
Glenn Pollock, Audubon Society of Omaha, Omaha, NE
Rich Pope, retired from ISU Extension, Sloan, IA
Bill Pusateri, Iowa Department of Transportation, Ames, IA
Thomas (Tom) Rosburg, Drake University, Des Moines, IA
Nic Salick, Pheasants Forever, and Quail Forever, NRCS
Logan, IA
Jeff Seago, Iowa DNR, Pisgah, IA
Larry Stone, Elkader, IA
Stacey Snyder, Waterloo Community Schools / Bremer County
Conservation Board Member , Tripoli, IA
Tim Sproul, Loess Hills Conservation Specialist, Iowa
Natural Heritage Foundation (INHF), Missouri Valley, IA
Katie Thompson, Iowa State University, Ames, IA
Georgine Wessell, Retired Naturalist , Moorehead, IA
Melanie Vote, Painter & Teaching Artist at the NY Academy of Art
& Parsons the New School, Brooklyn, NY
Ann Zimmerman, Songwriter ,Salina, KS

Children’s Program Coordinators / Assistants
Amy Masi, Lillie Schild

Silent Auction
Jeanne Bockholt, Eileen Kenyon, Leesa McNeil

Volunteers
Dianne Blankenship, Tammy Desiderio, Larry Grill,
Glenn Pollok, Rich Pope

Exhibitors/Vendors
Center for Prairie Studies –
Briar Cliff University

Iowa Native Plant Society
Iowa Prairie Network
Loess Hills Alliance
Northwest Iowa Group - Sierra Club
Wild Ones
Diversity Farms - John Judson

Gary Zima - Vendor - Plants
Iowa Living Roadway Trust Fund
Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation
Loess Hills Hospitality Association
The Nature Conservancy of Iowa
Larry Stone’s Iowa
Wind Rider Images
and several additional ones!.....

The Loess Hills Prairie Seminar
owes its existence to the many individuals who provide
sessions, programs, and exhibits as well as those who
provide behind-the-scenes support. It also owes its
success to the new and returning participants from
many walks of life and locations.

Facilitators & Speakers
Eric Anderson, Bill Pusateri - have been teaming up several years to provide a session on Loess Hills Wildlife
Management. They will discuss management history and activities of the Loess Hills Wildlife Area. They also identify
species and teach about their characteristics. It will be a leisurely walk.
Tina Bakehouse - Storytelling by Fire - After sharing a story about a time bears invaded her campground as an outdoor camp
director in NY, Tina will guide you through the art of storytelling. This will include natural objects to inspire stories about
nature. The group will be divided into pairs or groups to collaborate, create, and share stories.
Lance Brisbois -works closely with the Loess Hills Alliance, the Loess Hills Scenic Byway, and Loess Hills and Heritage Week
planning committee through his position at Golden Hills RC&D, Oakland, IA,. Lance will update us on what
projects they are working on.
Katelyn Brinkerhoff - has a love for conservation. She is offering a session Farm to Table. Learn how to incorporate fresh
Ingredients into a Dutch oven meal. Samples will be available for you to try.
Mark, Ed, & Lee Brogie - are a family of naturalists that have a passion for sharing their knowledge about birds at the seminar.
They will be leading early Bird Walks for All Ages. Each will be offered early morning hours to ensure a variety of birds can be
seen both Sat. and Sun. mornings. Some binoculars will be provided. The Brogies will also provide a Bird Tour By Auto. Lead by
car caravan to several different habitat stops in the Loess Hills. You can choose to leave to be back by the 10:15 am session.
Butch Bowman - Instructor of the 4-H S.E.S.S. (Safety Education Shooting Sports) program. During Introduction to Archery
participants will learn how to handle bow and arrows in a safe manner. You will also be able to practice target shooting.
Cheryl Buntsma - Certified prevention specialist at Compass Pointe Behavioral Health. She has a love for the outdoors and
an interest for geocaching. Join her in any of the programs that she will be presenting. Geocaching in the Hills: Geocaching
101. This session will provide a brief lesson on how to geocache and then go on an adventure to find temporary caches in the
hills. Geocaching After Dark - Test you skills and knowledge by attending this program in the dark. Note: Parents please
attend this program with very young children. Explore the Hills Through Geocaching - Discover a variety of permanent and
temporary caches as you hike in the hills. This program will be a long hike to Sky’s Spot way up on top to one of the major
trails in the hills. Bring plenty of water.
Ron Butler- Retired teacher and world traveler. He grew up in the Loess Hills and has attended the seminar for many years.
Join Ron and a member of the Johnston family on the Turin Man Discovery Tour. In this session you will hike up the Turin man
hill and listen to the history and view the Loess Hills from the top. The hike will take an hour. Ron will be offering a children's
session during the adults session at the high school, Prehistoric Animals of the Loess Hills & Wildlife in Florida. He will have
models of animals and talk about their life on the earth. Building a Farm in the Loess Hills - is a program about Ron’s
grandfather (Uriah H. Butler) that built a farm in the Loess Hills during the turn of the century in 1900. If the group wants to
auto tour to the site of the farm, there will be time to do so.
Doug Chafa , Isabel Chafa - will together present a session on Reptiles and Amphibians of Iowa .Doug works as the Iowa
Department of Natural Resources Wildlife Biologist for the Missouri River Wildlife Mgmt. Unit based in Onawa. This includes
seven western Iowa counties. He and his staff manage the Loess Hills Wildlife Area, Sylvan Runkel State Preserve, and
organizes the annual G.R.A.S.S. event. Isabel, his daughter, has attended the seminar since she was a toddler.
Bruce Ehresman - A Tour of Avian Architecture and Hidden Treasure- Birds’ nests are fascinating to study. There will be a
discussion on how different species have taken to the concept of nest construction and placement in a myriad of directions.
Exploration will also go in the direction of why birds build nests and why others do not. You will also observe nests from about
30 different species of birds. If time allows a short walk may lead you to a nesting bird or two.
Tyler Flammang - works for Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center in Sioux City as a Resource Naturalist. Tyler grew up locally
exploring the Loess Hills and wants to share what the hills have to offer. His session, Map and Compass Navigation, will help
you learn how to understand compass language, sight bearings, orient a map using the compass, understand declination,
triangulation, and much more! Compasses will be available to borrow, or bring your own. This is a hiking program.
Sunday Ford -Is a naturalist who will lead you on top of the Loess Hills. Want to learn more about the Flora and Fauna of the
Loess Hills? Join her Adventure Hike to challenge yourself with how many different species you can find.

Facilitators & Speakers
Larry Grill, Glenn Pollock - Have both attended the seminar year to year. They will be presenting a session on Early
European Influence in the Loess Hills. This session will provide an overview of the impact of European influence from before
they actually appeared in the Loess Hills until agriculture became the dominant activity. A wide diversity of human activity
appear in early historic times of the hills. Special emphasis will be placed on General Stephan Watts Kearny and the military
exploration of the area.
Brian Hazlett - is a professor at Briar Cliff University in Sioux City. He is leading a session on Woody Plants for Beginners.
This session is designed for those who wish to gain a greater familiarity with our local trees, shrubs, and vines. Participants
should expect a medium walk on level ground.
Terrie Hoefer - Educator for S.O.A.R. - This is a 501(c)(3) organization established in 1999 dedicated to “Saving Our Avian
Resources” through raptor rehabilitation, education, and research. Join Terrie at this S.O.A.R. Raptor Program and meet her
birds, learn bird-of-prey behavior, and learn about some of the common raptors that love the Loess Hills.
Chuck Hopp - Has gained his skill through the Wilderness Awareness School in Washington. Nature Awareness Basics - will
afford the participant the opportunity to deeply connect to the Loess Hills through multiple ways. Nature games, fox
walking, weasel stalking, and coyote running will get your full body in motion. Cool down and listen to the technique of story
telling. If time allows, bird language and animal tracking will further deepen your connection.
Steve Hummel - is a member of the Dragonfly Society of the Americas. He would like to share his passion for these
magnificent winged creatures. The Dragonflies of the Loess Hills and Vicinity - try your hand at catching dragonflies and
damselflies to observe in their natural habitat.
Tyler Knight - will provide an update to projects the Conservation Corps are working on in the Loess Hills.
Ladyhawk - grew up in the Loess Hills and spent many years attending the Loess Hills Prairie Seminar. Nature Mandalas
and The Art of Impermanence - in this session collect nature materials while walking in the hills and bring them back to
camp to create a beautiful work of art and discuss how art created impermanence. The Soul’s Journey Through the Forest Spend some time in the forest connecting and journaling. This will be an easy walk to reflect on your life, the lessons the hills
and nature have taught you. Please bring a journal / notebook and something to write with. Good Morning Yoga - Connect
even more deeply with yourself in one of the most beautiful, sacred locations in Western Iowa! This yoga practice will incorporate gentle healing movements to awaken the body, nourish the spirit, & empower the self, all while tapping into the powerful, grounding energy of the Loess Hills. All skills are welcome! Please bring your yoga mat if you have one.
Kelly Madigan - has a talent for hula hooping. She will lead a session for children, Hoop the Fair, at West Monona High
School on Friday evening. Children will try her beginner hoops, learn waist hooping, and try tricks with their knees, elbows,
and feet. They will get to chase rolling hoops across the gym.
Ashley Oblander , Caitlin Muller - Are both excited to be working for the Nature Conservancy at Broken Kettle. They will be
leading a Pollinator Walk - to learn about the different pollinators that call the Loess Hills and Iowa home. You will learn
how each play an important role in the ecosystem. Try your hand at how many critters you can catch and take a closer look.
Michael O’Connor - Tribal member of the Ihanktonwan Nakota (Yankton Sioux ). Plants are a part of the Native American
culture. Join Michael in his program, Celebrating Creation with Plant Nations of the Yankton Sioux Tribe to understand just
how deeply connected they are to plants.
Olivia Parks - will lead a session, Turtle Sketches and Nature Scavenger Hunt - Meet and learn to sketch one of Woodbury
County Conservation’s Box Turtles! Once you are emerged with art , and nature take your drawing skills out on a hike to
create a series of sketches on a scavenger hunt.
Don Poggensee - is a very talented photographer who enjoys every chance he can to live out his passion. He has been
coming to the seminar year after year offering programs and using his talent by photographing this event. Don will offer two
programs of Field Photography and Everything Digital. His sessions will include an introduction in how to capture the best
photo in the field, setting up a photo shoot, selecting a subject, lighting, and best composition. Checking exposure and
knowing your camera settings will help capture that great image! Note: Please bring a camera to his sessions.

Facilitators & Speakers
Glenn Polluck - is a member of the Audubon Society of Omaha. He will be presenting So We Bought a Cemetery - The
Audubon Society of Omaha bought a ten acre virgin loess soil prairie cemetery north of Blair, NE. The prairie is the same

ecosystem as the Iowa Loess Hills.
Rich Pope - Chair of the Loess Hills Alliance. He returned to western Iowa after a career at the ISU Extension. Friday
night at the campfire, he will present The History of The Loess Hills. Bring your camp chair. On Saturday morning, Rich will
lead a session on Soils of the Loess Hills. Prairie communities depend upon their environment; a key foundation is the soils
and the landscape.
Bill Pusateri - has each year introduced many participants to the Loess Hills in his session called Unraveling Prairie
Mysteries - An Introduction to the Loess Hills. Following a short hike up a nearby hill, he discusses the formation of the
"Fragile Giants," plant identification, grading and evaluating natural areas, Loess Hill Prairie indicator species, invasive
species, and some fun prairie and ecology considerations.
Tom Rosburg - Expert in the field of Biology. Join him in three programs this year. In the Prairie Flora of the

Loess Hills you will explore the prairie ridges and slopes in the Sylvan Runkel to find and identify plants, providing
identification tips, and discussing their biology, and ecology. This session you could see 100 species of prairie plants. In his
session on Grassland Fire Ecology, you can learn about one of the most important environmental influences in grassland
ecosystems. The role of fire and its effect on the landscape down to the individual organism, how heat and flame cause
species mortality and modification, and direct and indirect effects of fire will all be discussed. Midwestern Fire Regimes and
Vegetation Management will explain why fire is one of the most important environmental factors that has and still does
shape global vegetation. Fire regime of the Midwest will be discussed and its implications for prairie/savanna mgmt.
Nic Salick - works for Pheasants Forever. Habitat Establishment and Management will cover best management practices for quality wildlife
habitat. This will be a chance to talk about CRP, EQIP, and other conservation programs. land owners, managers, and prairie enthusiasts of all
levels are welcome.
Jeff Seago - Manager of the Loess Hills State Forest, Pisgah, IA. He has worked for Iowa Department of Natural Resources as a forester for five
years. received his bachelor’s degree in forestry from Iowa State. He is passionate about maintaining and restoring native ecosystems including forest, savanna, prairie, wetlands, and open woodlands. Jeff will be offering a session, Loess Hills Stewardship. Take a walk through
two distinct forest types (bur oak and black walnut) common in the Loess Hills. As you walk in these forest types, discussion of how to
manage these will occur.
Stacey Snyder works for the Waterloo Community Schools and is a board member of Bremer County Conservation Board. She will be
leading a program for children that introduces the many sounds that can be made in nature. Children will listen for natural sounds and get to
make their own sound devices out of natural devices.
Larry Stone- Gladys Black : The Legacy of Iowa’s Birdy - The Late Gladys Black of Pleasantville was widely known throughout Iowa as a
Conservationist, educator, and amateur expert on birds. Larry will share stories of this colorful women’s impact on so many Iowans, and on
conservation in the state.
Melanie Vote - will be our keynote speaker presenting on Picturing the Hills . Melanie will be sharing her experience while visiting Iowa ,
including the Loess Hills . In her preparation for her trip to Iowa , she was asked by her NYC Gallery director “What are you going to do in Iowa
for an entire month?” This question fueled her enthusiasm for painting the region and clarity as to why. She will explore her
creative process , specifically to that of plein air painting in the Loess Hills and what keeps drawing her back. Drawn to the Hills - Experience
the hills visually through drawing and painting . Basic materials will be provided for beginners , experienced participants can bring materials of
choice. You will begin with a walk, taking visual, and written notes of what you see. A demonstration will be provided in how to begin a
picture (drawing and painting ) . Each person will choose a segment in the landscape and begin their piece. Session will wrap up with sharing
their images .
Ann Zimmerman- blends old tradition with new into a universal language of song. She has taken her Kansas style across the Great Plains
and beyond to places like NY, WA, MA, TX, and AK. Ann will be providing us with our musical entertainment this year. Her Saturday evening

concert at the school will be Growing Roots and Riding the Wind. Her songs will be continued at our Saturday night campfire with a sing
along. Ann will also be playing her music at breakfast on Sunday morning during breakfast.

*** Look for signs along the route! ****
To get to the outdoor seminar site/campground from Onawa, travel east on Hwy 175 (which is Main St. in Onawa)
to L-12. Turn north onto L-12 and travel 7.2 miles to Nutmeg Ave. Turn right and take Nutmeg Ave. 0.4 miles to the
northeast across the Little Sioux River bridge and then turn right onto 178 thSt. Follow it for two miles and you will
come to the Loess Hills Wildlife Management Area parking lot just before the intersection of 178 th St. and Oak Ave.
Google maps has this as “Loess Hills Prairie Seminar campground.”
Allow extra time to get to the outdoor site for driving and for walking from where you park.
West Monona High School is at 1314 15th St.
NOTE: The dinner on Saturday will be served at the First Christian Church: 722 15th St, Onawa, IA 51040
The 330-acre Sylvan Runkel State Preserve is part of the Loess Hills Wildlife Management Area. The tracts comprising the preserve were acquired in 1973 and 1980 by the Iowa Conservation Commission as part of the much larger
area. In 1985, the Loess Hills Wildlife Area, including the preserve area, became part of the 10,420-acre National
Natural Landmark. In 1996 the preserve was established for it biological and geological significance and named in
memory of Sylvan Runkel. Sylvan was a naturalist who introduced people of all ages to the “natural citizens” at the
Loess Hills Prairie Seminars for fifteen years.

Kids Need Something to Do?:
The Loess Hills are a great place to see wildlife, plants, and trees while you are out exploring! Here
are some activities to help you learn about some that you may see out there.

Animal Track Matching: Draw a line to the animal it matches.
Bobcat

Fox

Deer

Turkey

Raccoon

Color the Prairie Plants:

Prairie Rose

Butterfly Milkweed

Purple Coneflower

Yucca

Bergamot / Bee Balm

Penstemon

Tree Word Search

Color the Loess Hills Landscape

The Loess Hills Prairie Seminar is held annually as a memorial to its founder, Carolyn Benne, Western Hills Area
Education Agency (AEA) environmental educator. A favorite quote of Carolyn’s:

If a child is to keep alive his inborn sense of wonder... he needs the companionship of at least one adult who can share it,
rediscovering with him the joy, excitement and mystery of the world we live in. - Rachel Carson

Rachel Carson (1907-1964) Authored a well known book called Silent
Spring. It was credited with bringing the environmental movement
in full swing. The book’s focus was on the use of pesticides and how
the effects were so detrimental on the environment .

The Loess Hills Prairie Seminar website: www.loesshillsprairieseminar.com
Seminar Coordinator: Andrea Porter, mccbnat@mononacounty.org

http://www.biography.com/people/
rachel-carson-9239741

Seminar Sponsors: Monona County Conservation Board and Iowa Department of Natural Resources

Major Support: Iowa Living Roadway Trust Fund, Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation, Iowa Native Plant Society, Iowa Prairie
Network, Loess Hills Alliance, The Nature Conservancy of Iowa Additional Support: Center for Prairie Studies at Briar Cliff
University, Izaak Walton League - West Central Iowa Chapter, Loess Hills Audubon Society, Sierra Club - Northwest Iowa Group,
Woodbury County Conservation Foundation

Special thanks for helping with this seminar:
Iowa DNR Missouri River Wildlife Unit - Doug Chafa and Eric Anderson, Brandon Cough, Adam Hanisch, and John Strain
Northwest Area Education Agency - Penni Kistner, Deb Severe, Joyce Vanderwilt, and Creative Services
Monona County Conservation Staff - Doug Kuhlman, Josh Schaben, Jack Gibler, Steve Johnson, and Jeannette Riesberg
Guidance and support with planning - Larry Benne, Dianne Blankenship, Larry Grill, Leesa McNeil, Bill Pusateri, and many
more…..
Ongoing species list updates - Ed M. Brogie and Mark A. Brogie, Eugenia Farrar, Jane Hey, and Thomas Rosburg
Meals - J.U.G.G.S. BBQ
Facilities - West Monona High School and First Christian Church of Onawa

Music Entertainment - Ann Zimmerman
Volunteer Facilitators and Presenters and Numerous Agencies, Organizations, Institutions, and Individuals

Thank you to all of the many individual donors that made this event possible!

